
Opportunities at the US Army 
Institute of Surgical Research



Employment at the ISR

• Active Duty Military

• Department of the Army Civilian 

• Contractor



Army Civilian

• All levels of training/experience
– Primary Investigators
– Post Doctoral Fellows
– Students

• Requires U.S. citizenship
• Student jobs are easy to establish, all others 

are hard.  Student positions can be short term, 
all others are long term

• www.usajobs.gov



Contractor
• Most administratively diverse
• National Research Council Fellow

– Post Doctoral Fellowships 
• Requires a mentor at the ISR and is deadline driven

• Renewable one year terms

– Senior Fellows 
• A method for sabbaticals, usually 6 months to 3 years

• Appropriate for independent investigators

• For-profit contract company (e.g. General Dynamics)
– Appropriate for all levels of training/expertise

– Very flexible

– Open to foreign nationals, requires a security background 
check (NAC)



Contractor (cont.)
• Collaboration Contractor

– Grad students, Post Docs, others

– Collaborative grant which includes personnel from 
the university who will work at the ISR

– Lead time required, and close coordination

• IPA (intergovernmental Personnel Act)
– Employees of Federal and State Government (e.g. 

state universities) and qualifying non-profits 
• Requires 60 days of employment by the university

• Very flexible

• Requires coordination
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